Magic moments at 2005 concert

There are some moments or experiences in one’s life that are pure magic. Enchanted moments that often come unexpectedly and lift one’s spirits high above the mundane, everyday routine. At such times, time itself seems to stand still; one just revels in the magnificence of the moment and does not want it to end.
The World AIDS Day celebration at the Cape Town International Convention Centre (CTICC), hosted by the Africa Centre for HIV/AIDS Management and the Desmond Tutu TB Centre, both situated at Stellenbosch University, was sheer brilliance.

Ruda Landman, of television’s Carte Blanche fame, distinguished herself in the role of compere, creating a calm and relaxed atmosphere. Keynote speaker Bongani Khumalo, who is also an honourary professor at the Africa Centre, delivered a short, inspiring and well-crafted speech. 
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, patron of the Desmond Tutu TB Centre, sent a video message from Spain to greet the audience. Another highlight of the evening was the arrival of a number of buses with TAC members who attended the function at the invitation of the organisers. 

The musical programme featured Jimmie Earl Perry, director of educational theatre and creative arts at the Africa Centre and an international performing artist in his own right, US singer and evangelist T. Renée Crutcher, the Cape Philharmonic conducted by George Michie, the local instrumental group DNA Strings, the Stellenbosch International Gospel Choir and the Educational Theatre Company linked to the Africa Centre.
Jimmie Earl Perry is the ultimate dramatic balladeer, holding the audience spellbound with every item. The songs were carefully chosen to make a strong statement in the fight against HIV/AIDS and were performed with tenderness and passion. T. Renée Crutcher provided the benchmark in American gospel singing, especially in the performance of “Glory Train” with the Stellenbosch International Gospel Choir. 
The songs were ably accompanied by the Cape Philharmonic, who also rendered a few instrumental items on their own. DNA Strings, who came “over the hill” from Stellenbosch, had the huge audience jumping and clapping with their energetic and passionate music. 

The second part of the programme was started with a play, Lucky, the hero, by the Educational Theatre Company under direction of Jimmie Earl Perry. The young actors deserve to be commended for their good individual performances. They have a huge role to play in educating the local public about HIV/AIDS through the arts. All the artists performed free of charge; thereby showing their commitment to the fight against HIV/AIDS.
Towards the end of the evening Ruda Landman introduced a young man by the name of Fanie de Villiers, who works as a peer educator at Stellenbosch University. He spoke about his experience of having lived with HIV/AIDS for the past 21 years after having been infected as a child during a blood transfusion. The audience was exposed to a very hopeful, inspiring and optimistic message from this bright young man. Fanie, I salute you for sharing your story with 1 500 strangers; you are indeed a brave man.
The next morning I still felt as if I was “flying without wings” to quote the lyrics of one of the songs that were performed. The work of these two centres is rightfully a source of tremendous pride and inspiration for Stellenbosch University. The good feeling is doubled by the knowledge that all the proceeds of the concert will go to the Tygerberg Children’s Hospital to provide in the needs of HIV positive children.
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